Mothers' reports on systemic signs and symptoms associated with teething.
The purpose of this study was to compare mothers' actual observations of signs and symptoms associated with the eruption of primary incisors in their infants with their own recollections of the same period after eruption was completed. A comparative study was carried out with 45 non-institutionalized infants and their mothers. Oral clinical exams were performed daily for detection of tooth eruption. The mothers were also interviewed daily about signs and symptoms they thought were associated with teething in the previous 24 hours. One week after the data collection was done, the mothers answered the same questionnaire. Descriptive analysis and the McNemar test (P<.05) were performed. Statistically significant differences were found between the prospective and retrospective studies. Increased salivation (P<.04) and runny nose (P<.001) were reported less often and fever was reported more often (P<.001) in the retrospective evaluation. Mothers reported similar manifestations of sleep disturbance, diarrhea, loss of appetite, and irritability in the prospective and retrospective studies. Increased salivation and runny nose were more frequently reported in the prospective study, whereas fever was reported 5 times more often in the retrospective study.